
252

0ÒÏÔÏÓȢ ÁÓÉÓÔȢ ÕÎÉÖȢ ÄÒȢ -ÁØÉÍ 6ÌÁÄȟ 
&ÁÃÕÌÔÁÔÅÁ ÄÅ 4ÅÏÌÏÇÉÅȟ
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÁÔÅÁ ȵ/ÖÉÄÉÕÓȰ ÄÉÎ #ÏÎÓÔÁÎĪÁ

/  #/.42/6%23A  ).%$)4A 
$).  253)!  3%#/,%,/2  86ȥ86) 

02)6)4/!2%  ,!  !6%2%!  ")3%2)#%!3#Aȡ 
$)3054!  $).42%  !'/.)3)4/2) 

¥)  .%!'/.)3)4/2)  
¥)  #/.3%#).§%,%  3!,%  ./-/#!./.)#%

Abstract: During the years of the Renaissance, issues surrounding the re‑
lationship between the Church and the State as well as between the Church and the 
world at large came into high relief throughout Europe. The status quo of the Middle 
Age was both widely questioned and vigorously upheld by opposing groups. At one 
end of the spectrum of opinion concerning these relationships were groups like the 
Spiritual Franciscans, who advocated ecclesiastical poverty and the renunciation by 
the Church of all secular power. At the opposite end of the spectrum of opinion were 
organizations like the Inquisition, which sought to expand the temporal power of 
the Church and to use that power against the Church’s enemies. One manifestation 
of this debate occurred in Russia, where the Orthodox Church was split between the 
Possessors, who advocated the ownership of land and serfs by the Church and a close 
relationship of the Church with the State, and the Non‑Possessors, who advocated 
the spiritual poverty of the Church and a distancing of the Church from secular        
powers.

Keywords: Church, Middle Age, franciscans, secular power, state, possessors, 
non‑possessors, Russia.
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2. Contextul politico‑social rus
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3. Biserica şi cultura rusă 

The Orthodox Church
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4. Profilul spiritual şi monastic al celor doi protagonişti, 
Sf. Nil Sorski şi Sf. Iosif Voloţki. 

Aspecte inedite ale disputei 
şi consecinţele istorice ale acestora.

4.1 Nil Sorski.
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